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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Smith brick kiln site is located on the
west side of the Kent and Queen Anne Railraod line,
approximately 150 yards southwest of Maryland Route
192 and on the southern edge of Roberts, Maryland.
The only physical evidence of the kiln fo survive
is a pile of brick rubble covered with dense
underbrush in a grove of trees just west of the
railroad tracks. To the west of the kiln site
is a small pond which is said to be the old clay
pit.

Dr. John R. Smith, a descendant of the kiln
oyerafor, recalls that, until recent years, a
series of arched -waults were visible, but these
have either:collapsed or are obscured by the
heavy vegetation. Dr. Smith has been unable to

locate a photograph of the kiln.
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Historical research and oral tradition have

identified a number of brick kilnsites in Queen

Anne's County. The Smith kiln is the only recorded

site, however, where some physical remains of the
kiln have survived, as well as evidence of a ciay
pit.

According to Dr. John R. Smith, the kiln was
operated in the post-Civil War period by William
R. Smith "of G." " He is known to have worked in
partnership with a man named Cook.  In 1880-81,
Cook and Smith were awarded the contract toc build
the Victorian bell tower an St. Luke's Church in -
nearby Church Hill.

Dr. Smith believes that William Smith also
had a second kiln on the south side of Southeast
Creek on what is known locally as the Cornelius

farm. This farm is located on the north side of

Southeast Creek Road, and coincides with a brickyard

site identified by Mrs. Cohey of Church Hill.
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NAME / TITLE
Orlando Ridout V, Historic Sites Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
Oueen Anne's County Historical Society 8/24/81

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWRN STATE
Centreville : Maryland

Field Notebook QA-XVI: Recorded May 14, 1980.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Marvland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Marvland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
‘The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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